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In eastern Indonesia (NTT), the breakdown of traditional fire management practices hl E oy , Désrameli /
has, in many areas, contributed to declining land productivity through direct impacts ) £ ' '
on plantations and crops, soil loss and nutrient depletion, and associated water catchment
degradation. A core issue concerns the reconciliation of national fire policy with on-ground
reality that fire management is an integral, if little understood, component of most savanna

farming systems.
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Research Is belng conducted In representative savanna

Northern Australia and NTT have many similar fire management issues, especially given landsospes on the Isiands of Flores and Sumba to Improve
the geographical/climatic context of savannas fires. In NTT and northern our understanding of the Impacts of current burning practices.
Australia a key common issue is the application of appropriate fire management in
pastoral production.
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Current mapping indicates that around 50% of the study area
in Flores and 19% of the study area Iin Sumba are burnt each
year.

Detalled fire scar mapping will continue over the next two
years. Analysis of these data using the land cover and

s.°°|a_" c_uA't"!a,_l_ social/cultural data will provide a picture of the regional
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GPS - Training.

Learning from the
local community.

Establishment of demonstration plots.
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Demonstration plots are being established at each of
the study villages to demonstrate different farming and l
!

fire management technigques. Focus Group Discussion, questionnaire forms

\o and participatory mapping techniques are being
used to gather information about:

| *Current land use patterns.

Agro-forestry skills from Indonesian and *Change in land use.

Australian project staff are guiding the ‘ *Cultural, economic change.

establishment of nurseries and planting *Perceived problems with current land

management and potential solutions.
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Collecting

l Participatory mapping - Flores. There has been a steady Increase in
s : the perceived frequency of fires
between 1970 and the present.

Some possible causes are:

In developing alternative farm
income we hope to encourage
more strategic use of fire in land
mangement.

*increased value of some forest
products encourages the use of
fire to create easler access.

*increased population pressure

*Less consideration being given to Tradltlonal hunters learning
protecting traditional/ sacred places about'mapping with GPS, Flore
from fire.

Fire related problems
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Economic

*extinction or depletion of forest products of economic value
(e.g. timber, sandal wood, cockatoo, kutu lak for varnish)

*extinction or depletion of forest products used by households
(e.g. roots, fence materials, coarse grass and timber)

*decreasing farm productivity and solil fertility
*reduction in cultivated land

*increased household expenditure because of shortage of
forest resources
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*changes in bullding materials and house design
*competition for use of productive land

mrough the Charles Daswin
University - Datwin

M Indonesia e prosct is
adnurnsiad fram VWaangapu (Viest

Sumbs) and Bajews (Ngsda regency %@M_jl/‘p

Flores) with the sssistance of
Wira Wacans University (Sumsa)

-\q .

‘sa' r

TROPICAL SAvANNAS CRC

Foy mare ifovmastion contact Bronwyn Myers. Ph »61 8 89456726, R T . »
rnid- Brameyn Myses@@cdy edu aw Chartas Davwir Universty Darwin. NLT 0309 Austrais 'Dry seagon burnt iandscape Doramell JFlores.

and the Provincial Cevelopment Plamning -
Sourd for Exsl Nusa Tenggars (BAPPEDA NTT) Ss



